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IRRAWANG PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 

An Innovative, Vibrant and Diverse Learning Community 
 
 

Term 3, Week 2,  27 July 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back everyone. I hope you all had 
a well-earned rest and were able to spend 
some quality time with loved ones. 
 
The Term Ahead....... 
3 Way Conferences have been held this 
week and will continue next week. It is a 
time for your child to ‘shine’ and show or 
talk to you about their efforts. I have heard 
of some very positive conversations already 
coming from these conferences and look 
forward to more next week. 
 
Mgoals – Our school is currently sitting at 
approximately 33% of our students 
identifying as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander (ATSI). We have always jointly 
constructed a personal learning plan (PLP) 
with our ATSI students however this term, 
we are introducing Mgoal PLP’s. This is a 
digital, goal setting program where 
students, teachers and parents are involved 
and kept updated on the child’s progress. 
Mgoals also provide IPS with an avenue to 
celebrate our successes in the community 
via the Mgoal community page. A PLP 
afternoon will be held shortly to invite 
parents/carers into the school to be a part 
of creating their child’s Mgoals. 
 
Calendar – A parent calendar with the most 
up to date information for parents will be 
attached to this newsletter. Hard copies will 
be available from the front office. 
 
Tell Them From Me Survey - I will be asking 
parents to complete an online survey (staff 
too) about their thoughts on the school. 
This is run and collated by The Learning Bar 
and it gives a great snap shot of the school. 
Stage 2 and 3 students completed it last 
term. More information and the online link 
will be sent home soon. Please take the 
time to answer these questions as it will 
assist in encouraging future conversations 

about OUR school.  
 
SLSO's P-2 - Starting last Tuesday, all P-2 
classes now have an SLSO 5 days/wk. The 
purpose is to raise student outcomes by 
providing additional support through one 
on one and small group interventions. 
This trial will be assessed regularly to see 
what impact and effect it is having.  
 
I have added this quote below about the 
power of ‘yet’. At times, people can 
become frustrated when they feel they 
are not understanding something that 
others are, that they are trying so hard 
and not getting anywhere or that they 
simply JUST CAN’T DO IT. Encourage 
them to read this little quote and support 
them in working through their ‘can’t do’ 
problems. Let them know that it is more 
than likely that they just ‘can’t do it –yet!’ 
 

Looking forward to a great term ahead! 

 
Sincerely,  
Stacy Mathieson 
Principal 

 
 

School Calendar 
2016 

TERM 3 

2/8 - Showcase @ HIS 

5/8 - Gathang 9.15-11.15am(Fri’s) 

5/8 - Out of uniform day 

8/8 - Life Education Starts 

9/8 - Zone Athletics 
12/8 - Zone Athletics 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY  LEARNING  RESPECT  



 

 

Term 3 Class 

Week 2 2T 

Week 4 3-4I 

Week 6 KV 

Week 8 KR 

Week 10 1M 

Term 4 Class 

Week 2 3-6J 

Week 4 Preschool 

Week 6 4-5E 

Week 8 Special Ed 

Week 10 YEAR 6 

ASSEMBLY ROSTER TERM 3 & 4 2016 

World Record Breakers 
 
STOP PRESS!!!! Updated total: 10, 207 Australian kids participating in coding in one 
day. 
 
Four members from 3/6J have been involved in setting a world record! Jack Burke, 
Keinyn Atkins, Mason Burns and Kenny Kelly gave up their recess time to be involved 
in this momentous occasion.  
 
The coding event, Moonhack, was organised by Code Club Australia to coincide with 
the July 20 anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. To participate, kids undertook 
different moon-themed coding projects they could start submitting from 12.01 a.m. 
Wednesday local time. One project used the visual programming language Scratch,   
allowing kids to build Australian scenes like Uluru complete with noises of the Outback.  
 

As everyone knows, the children are our future and so is coding. It was an amazing   

opportunity for students from Irrawang Public School to be involved in. Stay tuned for 

more Code Club news – our Stage 2/3 Code Club group is operating two days every 

week and we have some very enthusiastic students. Jaii left on Friday very excited after 

his first session and can’t wait for next week! 

https://codeclubau.org/moonhack/


 

 
     At Irrawang Public School & Community we are  

safe, responsible learners who show respect in all settings! 
 

Welcome back to yet another exciting term at IRRAWANG PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

(IPS Staff, School Community, Students, Parents) 
 

The Quality School 
 

Remember… 

 

 This is where everyone plays their part by being safe, responsible learners who show respect in all settings, 

at all times, with everyone. 
 

We have a very busy term ahead for us! What with NAIDOC Day, being safe, Showcase, being responsible, Education 

Week, being learners, Book Week, being respectful, etc…  

 

So therefore, we will be revisiting and consolidating the Aussie 5, the Behavioural Consistency Guide (BCG) and our Universal 

Matrix.  

 
Bob, Kevin and Stuart think teamwork is being a… 

 

TEAM 

T- Together 

E- Everyone 

A- Achieves 

M- More 

 

EDUCATION WEEK 2016 

 

“Shared Stories, Better Learning, Stronger Communities” 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 
You are cordially invited to attend Irrawang Public School’s Education Week 2016 celebrations on Thursday 4th August, to share 

stories, gain better learning & to build a stronger community. 

 

At 12:30 we will be having an assembly in the hall. After the assembly there will be open class rooms, where you can visit and 
share in your child’s learning. 

 

Please bring afternoon tea to share with your child at 1:45. 

 
Both the Staff and the children look forward to seeing you on Thursday 4th August, to help us share stories, become better learners 

and to build a strong community. 

 

Please come along and enjoy. 

S. Mathieson 
  Principal 
 

PBL Week 2 

See you 

there! 



 

  

Australia:  Story Country 
      Book Week 2016 at   

    Week 6:   23rd, 24th, 25th August  
 

    This year we are starting Book Week early at Irrawang! 

 
 
 
 

 

Aaron Blabey is here ... Thursday, 11th August.   
He will conduct two sessions with our students: 

Preschool -  Yr 2 at 9.30am and Yrs 3- 6 at 10.30am. 

All classes have been introduced to his incredibly engaging stories and quirky sense of humour.  

This will be a great start to our Book Week this year. The school will subsidise the full cost of 

this activity for students. 

 
 

Book Character parade ... Please join us for the parade on Wednesday, 24th 

August at 9am in the school hall.  All students are invited to come to school 

dressed as a book character of significance to them, or as their favourite character 

connected with this year's theme Australia: Story Country.  

Please remember, you do not need to go to any expense for outfits! Often the   

simplest are the most effective and the most comfortable to stay in for the day. 
 
 
 

Book Fair ... will be open following the Book Parade on 

Wednesday 24th August until 3pm, and again on  

Thursday, 25th August 8.30am - 3pm. 

Each student will bring home a Wish List for the Book Fair, noting some books they have      

previewed in the Fair on Tuesday, 23rd August. These books will be available to purchase on 

Wednesday after the Book Character Parade. If a particular title is popular and stock runs out, an 

order can be placed for it. Scholastic sends a good variety of books for the Fair, starting at very 

reasonable prices; along with posters, pens, rubbers, sharpeners etc. Parents, carers,            

grandparents, aunties and uncles are all invited to come along to the Book Parade and Book Fair 

to support their child/children.  It is one of the highlights of the year at our Library!  

 

 

Please see Miss Berry in the Library with any questions regarding Book Week 2016. 

 
 
 

Library News                 



 

 5 Things you don’t know about me- Staff 

 
 

 
There is no winner of our guessing competition in the “5 Things you don’t know about me” 

feature of the Newsletter. 

 

The correct answer was Mrs Kaylene Turner.  

 

Melissa Beasley 

Community Liaison Officer 
 

 

WHO AM I—Family 

 

 
We are a family of six (due to be seven in May) who have been together for sixteen years.  

 

Two of our children attend IPS, one attends Francis Greenway High School and we have 

one child who is less than five. 

 

We have pet fish and as a family we like to go to the movies, shopping and Time Zone.  

 

My children are involved with football and dancing outside of school. 

 

Who am I? 
 
Please write your answer on the tear off slip at the bottom of the page. Place in the foyer 

at the office by the morning of 5th August. 

The winner is the first correct answer drawn out of the box which will be published in the 

newsletter Term 3, Week 4 (12th August).  

 

Good luck! 

 

Melissa Beasley 

Community Liaison Officer 

 
 

Guessing Competition Answer. 
 

                    
————————————————————————————————————— 

 
  

Name: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
  

Class: ………………………………… 
  

Answer: ……………………………………………………………………… 

 
 



 

  

Canteen Volunteers Needed 
 

 
 

Providing nutritious food in our canteen is a vital step in helping kids set up healthy routines and habits for 
life. Our canteen is run with the help of a network of volunteers from our school community working together. 
 
If you can spare any time to join our network and help prepare and serve food at our canteen, we would very 
much appreciate a hand. Its easy and fun work with On-the-job training and you can dedicate as much or as 
little time as you like. Our time is from 8:15am-12.30pm if you are available. All volunteers’ efforts are       
rewarded with a healthy lunch and as much tea and coffee as you can drink. 
 
Just fill in the volunteers slip below and email or send it back to school. If you have any queries please feel 
free to contact me via phone, email or drop in to the canteen for a chat. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Phyllipa Elvidge 
Canteen Supervisor 
 
49872403 
ipspandc@hotmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Canteen Volunteer 
 

This information is kept confidential and secure unless otherwise noted. 
 

Volunteer Name: ____________________________  Best Contact Number: ______________________ 
 
Email Address: _________________________________________  
 
Child(s) Name: _________________________   Class: __________ 
 
 
Day(s) Available to Volunteer:                                    Frequency you would like to volunteer: 

  
Monday             
                                                                                            Once a week 
Tuesday     

                                                                                                        Once a fortnight 
Wednesday      

                                                                                                         Once a month 
Thursday      

                                                                                                         Once a term 
 
Friday                                                                                           Other:_________________ 

 
 
Any Special request, such as being rostered with friends or particular dates etc:  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extra copies available from the Office or Canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 SCHOOL ZONE PARKING OFFENCES: 

    $169.00 

    + 2 Points  

   $304.00 

   + 2 Points  
    $304.00 

    + 2 Points 



 

 Spotlight on a volunteer  
This week we shine the light on a volunteer  

Gaye Bisson 

 

 

 

 

This week our school celebrates NAIDOC 

week with a special day on Thursday. These 

special events wouldn’t be possible without 

the help of volunteers like Gaye. Gaye has 

no children at our school but still willingly 
gives her time to work in the canteen and is 

making the lap laps for our male performers 

at NAIDOC. It was Gaye’s friendship with 

Aunty Margo that led her to our school but 

she continues to help out behind the scenes 
and attend meetings to get NAIDOC organ-

ised. 

Thanks Gaye we appreciate all your hard 

work! 

Megan Lysaght & Melissa Beasley  

Olympics Theme Day 
 

Next Friday, August 5th, will be an out of uniform day. Monies raised will go towards our Stage 3 
basketball team and the Stage 3 gift to the school. For a gold coin donation, students may dress in 
an Olympic themed outfit. This could be a country's teams colours or an athlete. Students should 
still wear enclosed shoes, a hat and an appropriate sleeved shirt. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

         Irrawang Public School 
     Safety     Responsibility  Learning   Respect 
    

 
HAS YOUR CHILD ENROLLED FOR SCHOOL 

NEXT YEAR? 

 

WILL YOUR CHILD BE STARTING              

KINDERGARTEN OR PRESCHOOL NEXT 

YEAR? 

 

ENROL NOW FOR THE BEST START TO 

YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION!!! 

     ENQUIRE  NOW!  
 

 

Please ask at the office or phone 02 4987 2403 

 
 

CAUTION: 
Please remember that if you are putting photos from school events on your  
personal Facebook page that other children should not be in the photos  
unless you have  permission from their parents or  carers. 

IRRAWANG AUSSIE 5 
                          



 

 Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________      

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick _____________________   *Other Reason________________________________       

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 



 

 



 

 

Olympic Theme 

Day - out of uni-
form 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


