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IRRAWANG PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 

An Innovative, Vibrant and Diverse Learning Community 
 
 

Term 3, Week 4,  12 August 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Education week 

The theme this year is ‘Shared stories, better learning, and stronger communities’ 
Our school, Irrawang Public, is at the heart and soul of local communities and it 

was great to see so many faces coming along to our assembly. It is yet another 
fantastic way we celebrate our successes here at IPS. We have so many wonderful 

staff, students, parents and community members all working together to make this 
school GREAT! 

Well done to all the award winners from the classrooms and to our Port Stephens 
Network winners too. 
 
 
 
 
Irrawang Public School Awards 

 

 

Class Name Reason 

KV Em-Jay Butler Her motivation and application towards 
learning 

KR Steven Donnelly Being a conscientious and caring class 
member 

1M Aneika Trappel Commitment towards her learning 

1T Grace  Edmonds Making progress in her reading 

2E Alexander Pankhurst-Smith Trying his best in all areas 

2T Evelynn Adams Outstanding effort in all areas of her   
learning 

K-6C Damian Ballard Commitment to learning 

2-6B Louise Warren Outstanding improvement in all areas of 
Literacy and Numeracy 

3-6M Jordan Patten Improvement in all areas of his education 

3-6J Shae Johns Outstanding commitment to numeracy and 
literacy 

3-4G Sam Burns Enthusiasm and improvement in Maths 

3-4I Nicholas Hilzinger-Geise Bringing a positive attitude and insight to 
his learning 

4-5E Jack Warner-Coles Consistent effort in all learning activities 

5-6P Jayme Bertram Consistent effort and citizenship 

5-6F Shane Bennett Outstanding effort and achievement 

PRE Kairon Woodford Always being a great role model and     
enthusiastic learner 

Library Jack Edgerton Excellent improvement in Library research 
and presentation skills 

School Calendar 
2016 

TERM 3 

16/8 - Zone Athletics-Field 

16/8 - Morning Tea 9:30-10:30 

16/8 - Kindergarten Excursion 

17/8– PSSA Boys Basketball 

19/8 - Zone Athletics- Track 
18/8 - Morning Tea 9:30-10:30 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY  LEARNING  RESPECT  



 

 PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED 

Port Stephens Network Awards 

 
 

 

Showcase 

Last week I was lucky enough to witness my first ever SHOWCASE! Such an impressive night. Our students 
were absolutely outstanding both in performance on the stage and behaviour behind the scenes. Special thanks 

to Miss Martin, Miss Giuffre, Miss Tamsett, Mrs Edgerton and Miss Turner for all their efforts leading up to 
the magnificent night.  

 
 

NCCD – Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 

Irrawang Public School has completed and submitted data for the NCCD, which is compulsory in schools in 

Australia. 
The NCCD is an annual collection of data that counts the number of school students with a disability and the 

level of reasonable educational adjustment they are provided with. 
The national data collection counts students who have been identified by a school team as receiving an adjust-

ment to address a disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). 
Personal details such as student names or other identifying information will not be provided to local or federal 

education authorities. 
Further information can be found at www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-

students-disability 
 

 
Sincerely,  

Stacy Mathieson 
Principal 

Name: Reason 

Michael Nguyen Excellence in academic achievements 

Tia Hocroft Leadership and contribution to the school core values 

Miss Renee Guiffre Excellence in teaching and leadership in creative and performing arts 

Miss Amy Twyford Excellence in teaching and community engagement 

Mrs Kaylene Turner Ability to promote the school in the wider community and excellence in student and staff welfare 

Mrs Toni Carroll Exemplary performance as an SLSO and demonstrated initiative to support student learning 

Mrs Louise Vogt Positive support and promotion of the school 

Mrs Vanessa Blanch Ongoing commitment and support for students through the Kids Hope program. 

Mr Adam Edwards and 
Mr Craig Manhood 

Developing and engaging students in meaningful practices from seed to the table. 



 

 

Term 3 Class 

Week 2 2T 

Week 4 3-4I 

Week 6 KV 

Week 8 KR 

Week 10 1M 

Term 4 Class 

Week 2 3-6J 

Week 4 Preschool 

Week 6 4-5E 

Week 8 Special Ed 

Week 10 YEAR 6 

ASSEMBLY ROSTER TERM 3 & 4 2016 

AARON BLABEY WAS HERE ! 



 

 
     At Irrawang Public School & Community we are  

safe, responsible learners who show respect in all settings! 
 

(IPS Staff, School Community, Students, Parents) 
 

 
‘SHRINK OUR PROBLEMS’ 

 
When we have a problem, we can choose to make it shrink or make it 

bigger! 

 

The actions we choose will decide! 

 
When we choose actions that make problems bigger, they can be harder 

to fix and can make us feel bad for a long time. 

 

When we choose actions to make problems smaller, they are easier to fix 
and ignore. 

 

All we need is “SELF-CONTROL”! 

 

With self-control we are able to manage how we feel so that we can 

make choices that will help us. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

           

PBL Week 4 



 

 Library News                                               Book Week 2016 

 

 

Book Character parade ... Please join us for the parade on     

Wednesday, 24th August at 9am in the school hall.  All students are invited 

to come to school dressed as a book character of significance to them, or as 
their favourite character connected with this year's theme Australia: Story 

Country.  Please remember, you do not need to go to any expense for outfits!  
Often the simplest are the most effective and the most comfortable to stay in for 

the day. 

 
Book Fair ... will be open following the Book Parade on 

Wednesday 24th August until 3.15pm, and again on Thursday, 25th August 8.30am -3.15pm. 

Each student will bring home a Wish List, noting some books they have previewed on Tuesday, 23rd August.  

These books will be available to purchase on Wednesday after the Book Character Parade.  If a particular title 

is popular and stock runs out, an order can be placed for it.  Scholastic sends a good variety of books for the 

Fair, starting at very reasonable prices; along with posters, pens, rubbers, sharpeners etc.  Parents, carers, 

grandparents, aunties and uncles are all invited to come along to the Book Parade and Fair to support their 

child/children.  It is one of the highlights of the year at our Library!  Please see Miss Berry in the Library with 

any questions regarding Book Week 2016. 

AARON BLABEY WAS HERE ! 
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 WHO AM I—Family 

 
 

 

There is no winner of our guessing competition in the “Who am I – Family?” feature of the 

Newsletter. 
The correct answer was Mrs Fuller or the Fuller family.  

 

Melissa Beasley 

Community Liaison Officer 
 

 

 
5 Things you don’t know about me- Staff 

 

 
1.    I have been a teacher for 25 years. 

2.    I have been at IPS for 14 years. 

3.    I have 4 children aged 22, 20, 12 & 10 

4.    I grew up in Sydney 

5.    I was born on the day we started using dollars and cents in Australia. 

 

Who is this staff member?  
 

Please write your answer on the tear off slip at the bottom of the page. Place in the foyer 

at the office by the morning of Friday week 5 (19th Aug).  

 

The winner is the first correct answer drawn out of the box which will be published in the 

newsletter Week 6 (26th August).  

 

Good luck! 

 

 

Melissa Beasley 

Community Liaison Officer 

 
 

Guessing Competition Answer. 
 

                    
————————————————————————————————————— 

 
  

Name: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
  

Class: ………………………………… 
  

Answer: ……………………………………………………………………… 

 
 



 

  

Canteen Volunteers Needed 
 

 
 

Providing nutritious food in our canteen is a vital step in helping kids set up healthy routines and habits for 
life. Our canteen is run with the help of a network of volunteers from our school community working together. 
 
If you can spare any time to join our network and help prepare and serve food at our canteen, we would very 
much appreciate a hand. Its easy and fun work with On-the-job training and you can dedicate as much or as 
little time as you like. Our time is from 8:15am-12.30pm if you are available. All volunteers’ efforts are       
rewarded with a healthy lunch and as much tea and coffee as you can drink. 
 
Just fill in the volunteers slip below and email or send it back to school. If you have any queries please feel 
free to contact me via phone, email or drop in to the canteen for a chat. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Phyllipa Elvidge 
Canteen Supervisor 
 
49872403 
ipspandc@hotmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Canteen Volunteer 
 

This information is kept confidential and secure unless otherwise noted. 
 

Volunteer Name: ____________________________  Best Contact Number: ______________________ 
 
Email Address: _________________________________________  
 
Child(s) Name: _________________________   Class: __________ 
 
 
Day(s) Available to Volunteer:                                    Frequency you would like to volunteer: 

  
Monday             
                                                                                            Once a week 
Tuesday     

                                                                                                        Once a fortnight 
Wednesday      

                                                                                                         Once a month 
Thursday      

                                                                                                         Once a term 
 
Friday                                                                                           Other:_________________ 

 
 
Any Special request, such as being rostered with friends or particular dates etc:  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extra copies available from the Office or Canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 SCHOOL ZONE PARKING OFFENCES: 

    $169.00 

    + 2 Points  

   $304.00 

   + 2 Points  
    $304.00 

    + 2 Points 

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen is now open 8:30am-2:15pm every day. 
Could you please try to have the correct money as Canteen doesn’t carry change.  
We appreciate your help.  

The Zone Athletics  
Track day is now on the reserve day  

Friday August 19. Same place and 

time. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

         Irrawang Public School 
     Safety     Responsibility  Learning   Respect 
    

 
HAS YOUR CHILD ENROLLED FOR SCHOOL 

NEXT YEAR? 

 

WILL YOUR CHILD BE STARTING              

KINDERGARTEN OR PRESCHOOL NEXT 

YEAR? 

 

ENROL NOW FOR THE BEST START TO 

YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION!!! 

     ENQUIRE  NOW!  
 

 

Please ask at the office or phone 02 4987 2403 

 
 

CAUTION: 
Please remember that if you are putting photos from school events on your  
personal Facebook page that other children should not be in the photos  
unless you have  permission from their parents or  carers. 

IRRAWANG AUSSIE 5 
                          



 

 Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________      

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick _____________________   *Other Reason________________________________       

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 



 

 


