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IRRAWANG PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 

An Innovative, Vibrant and Diverse Learning Community 
 
 

Term 1, Week 8,  17 March 2017 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Wow! 
 
We are at the end of Week 8 already.  
I was lucky enough to have the 
opportunity in the last week to be 
shown some examples of our 
wonderful student growth in writing. 
We are so proud of your children and I 
am very grateful for the amazing staff 
here at Irrawang Public, guiding and 
teaching your children each and every 
day. 
 
Voluntary School Contributions: 
These are not new. Each year, parents 
are able to contribute to the school 
which supplies your children with 
books, stationary, art supplies, 
technology upgrades, in class app 
purchases on class ipads etc and many 
many other resources. The only 
difference this year is that we have 
sent home a reminder that these 
voluntary contributions would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 
Sickness: 
At the moment, there seems to be a 
‘bug’ catching up with quite a few of 
our students and teachers, particularly 
in our K-2 area. If your child is 
displaying symptoms of an illness, 
please keep them at home, have them 
checked by a doctor if needed and let 
the school know they are away. 
Consideration of others and keeping 
your sick child home is the best way to 
reduce any illness spreading further. 
 

Uniforms: 
With the cooler weather arriving, 
please send your child to school with 
appropriate winter clothes. A plain 
royal blue jumper is acceptable (NO 
HOODIES) and you also have the 
option to bring it in to the office with 
$2 to have the school crest screen 
printed on it. Royal blue tracksuit 
pants or slacks are suitable for the 
cooler months (NO TIGHTS). Please 
make sure all clothes are labelled.  
 
Sports shirts: 
It has been fabulous on sport days 
seeing the students in their house 
colour shirts. A reminder that Years 3-
6 sport is Wednesday and years K-2 is 
on a Friday. If unsure of house name 
or colour, please see the office or your 
child’s class teacher. 
 
School Reports: 
This year we are looking at a change 

to the current format of the half 

yearly and yearly reports. The 

discussion was taken to the last P&C 

meeting and the suggestion of a 

change in format was supported by 

the P&C. Our next step is to show 

examples of the new format to the 

whole school parent body with a 

survey to assess if there is support for 

a change by the majority of the 

parent/carer body at IPS. Examples 

and survey to come home before the 

end of term. 

Kind Regards 

Mrs Mathieson 
Principal 

School Calendar 
2017  TERM 1 

 

20/3 - PBL Assembly 2.15pm 

21/3 - P&C DISCO 

22/3- X-Country 

23/3  - Gathang  

24/3 - Clean up Aust Day 

31/3 - P-6 Assembly 

27/3 - PBL Assembly 2.15pm 

30/3 - Gathang  

4/4 & 6/4 - School Photos 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY  LEARNING  RESPECT  



 

 Irrawang IT Crew 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to introduce our apprentice IT experts. Lachlan Cameron, Nick Hilzinger-

Geise, Jaikobie Hampton and Jakoby Hunter have been assisting Mrs John with tech-

nology maintenance around the school. Their favourite job is updating our computers to 

Windows 10. Our expert crew are preparing some hints and will be teaching other clas-

ses the basics of Windows 10 over the next couple of weeks. We are lucky to have such 

a knowledgeable and helpful group of students. Thank you boys! 



 

 



 

  

What a busy start we have has to 2017 with so many fabulous and 

exciting opportunities ahead for all the students in Stage 3. STAR 

LEADERS have been doing an amazing job and will be presented 

with their badged at next Monday’s assembly. 

 

To start the year we made new friends with our class members by 

working co-operatively in PBL class lessons. The expectations for tasks and learning 

from students  in Stage 3 are extremely high as they are now leaders of the school and 

are expected to model the behaviours they have learn over the past years at Irrawang 

Public School. I must say that the students in 5/6F have impressed me with their 

fabulous start to the year.  

 

In class, students have been working really hard in Maths by learning new games that 

reinforce and improve our recall on number concepts. When we work in Maths groups 

we play fun Maths games, use computers, Ipad technology and work with Miss Finch 

where she extends our knowledge and supports each of our individual learning needs.  

 

In Literacy, students have been learning to write imaginative and 

narrative texts through the program of the ‘Seven Steps for 

Successful Writing’. So far we have learnt how to plan for our 

writing, create sizzling starts, backfill and tighten the tension in 

our stories by using our senses to make the 

reader feel like they are experiencing the 

events in the story. Students ‘have-a-go’ 

attitude has really been evident in their 

writing attempts. 

 

5/6F has recently been introduced to 

Personal Interest Projects (PIPs) in computers. They have been 

researching their choice of superhero and developed a 

PowerPoint presentation covering interesting facts about their 

superhero. 

 

Students have also been working in groups to create an iMovie trailer for a superhero 

story. They are so excited with these projects and will be presenting some of these 

items at 5/6 F’s week 8 assembly. Stay tuned for more exciting news from 5/6F in 

2017. 

 

Miss Finch 



 

 

Class 3/6M 



 

 (IPS Staff, School Community, Students, Parents) 
  

RESPECT 
 

We use this word a lot. 

 

But what does it really mean????? 

 

Respect is a way of treating or thinking about something or 

someone. 

 

It is showing politeness and consideration, greeting and 

talking in a friendly manner, encouraging and praising. 

 
Where and when should we show respect and to who? 

 

Respect should be shown everywhere, at all times to  

everyone. 

         

PBL Week 8 



 

 New Staff- Here To Play Their Part 
Irrawang Public School Executive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stacy Mathieson -Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anna Swanson- Instructional leader                    School Administration Manager   

 
 
 

Assistant Principals: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jodie Edgerton               Adam Edwards           Rachael Martin             Dionne Boyd                       

 

(Relieving) Early         (Relieving) Stage 2      Stage 3 (yrs. 5 &6)                  Support Classes  

Stage 1 and Stage 1             (yrs. 3 & 4)                           

(K-2) 

        

          

 



 

 

Our Irrawang 

Thou-Walla Family Centre 
 
By Community Liaison Officer, Melissa Beasley 

 

Thou-Walla Family Centre is a community centre located right here in the school grounds.  The Centre   

provides various programs to the community with a focus on families with children 0- 8 years of age.  The 

community centre is open to all families in surrounding areas with some families traveling from as far as   

Nelson Bay and Kurri Kurri to attend programs here. 

Some of the regular programs on offer include supported playgroups, parenting programs, baby massage, 

drumming and sewing. There are also other programs and workshops made available at various stages in 

the year including programs that are offered at other schools.  Check out their term newsletter for each 

term’s programs or have a look in the school newsletter. They also have a Facebook page ‘Thou-Walla 

Family Centre’ where all new programs are advertised.  

Thou-Walla’s Facilitator Gina is a social worker and has a strong connection with the local community. If 

you are looking for a referral to a service or require support, please feel free to call in or call the Centre. 

Thou-Walla Family Centre has many visiting agencies that partner in providing programs to the community 

and are here to support families.  The Centre also has casual staff and volunteers who support our          

programs and help make the Centre what it is today.   

Thou-Walla Family Centre is open to new ideas so if you have an idea that they can support, please let 

them know. If you would like to find out more about what they do, please call in or call 4987 4666. 

Facilitator Gina Ascott-Evans, Social Work student  Drumming group- Zukuma 

Ellie Morgan, Support staff member Ivy Lesigues and                                                                                                           

Volunteer Tosso Higginbottom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sewing group                                                                 story time at one of the 3 playgroups 

 
                                                              

                                             (Left) Painting craft activity  

                                    Playing in the boat at Thou-Walla (Right) 

 

 



 

 Easter Raffle  
 

The P&C are having a raffle at the Easter Hat Parade on Wednesday 

5th April 2017  

and are  looking for NEW donations of any sort, Easter Eggs, Toys, 

Craft items, Donations to be brought into school by  

Monday 3rd April 2017  

and can be left at the office. 

Please place in a bag with your 

child’s name on it so they can re-

ceive a FREE ticket in the raffle. 

Thankyou P&C Committee. 

Irrawang Public School  P&C Association 

DISCO 

Tuesday 21st March 

Entry cost is $2.00 per person 

Superhero Theme if you want to come dressed up. 

Chips, Drinks and Lollies available 

TIMES: INFANTS– 4-5PM 

PRIMARY– 5-6PM 

Children must be picked up from the hall by parent/carer at the end of their disco session. 

 



 

 
                                                                      

 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday 5/6F, 4/5J, 3G, 3/4E 

Tuesday 3/6M, 2I, 2/6B, KC, KE,  KR 

Wednesday Preschool, K/6C, 1B, 4/5G, 1T, 2T, 6P 

 

 

Library News –Week 7-8 Term 1 2017                                

What’s Hot in Irri’s Library 
BORROWING~Everyone is doing a fabulous job borrowing something new and exciting. BUT 

we are forgetting to bring them back!!! 
Overdue notices went out this week—If books are not returned  

please expect a phone call from the ‘Mad Hatter’! 
Your Library Borrowing Days Are: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER HAT PARADE AND BOOK FAIR ~  Wednesday 5th April 
Students are encouraged to create their hats at home with their families. Please see your 

child’s classroom teacher if you need assistance. 

Students will parade their Easter Hats in the Hall and participate in  

activities in their classrooms. Families can share a picnic lunch before  the  

Parade and lunch orders can be made at the canteen. 

The Library will be hosting their first MINI BOOK FAIR for 2017 
Books can be  purchase during the morning, lunch and afternoon on  

Wednesday.  
The P&C will be holding an Easter Egg Raffle. Any DONATIONS of Easter eggs are  

welcomed and can be taken to the office. 

 

PLEASE STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES IN THE NEWSLETTER & NOTES 

HOME 

TEXT IN FOCUS ~  This week we are looking at EVERYDAY HEROES! 

Heroes are . . . ‘Everyday people doing extra-ordinary things!’ 
 

 

                               In Jackie French’s books, Flood and Cyclone ,we are 

                               taken on a journey of survival, bravery and heroism.  

                              What heroes are in your life and what have they  

                               done for you? 
 

 

 

 

 

Orders can be made through the office or online through Scholastic’s LOOP service.   

Register yourself as a member-   https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/ 

                                                                    

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/


 

 

CAREERS DAY 2017 
SAVE THE DATE: 2

nd
 August 2017 (Term 3) 

Looking for Career Presenters 

‘You have brains in your head and feet in your shoes. You can 

steer yourself in any direction you choose’ Dr Seuss 

Careers Day at Irrawang Public School is all about celebrating career 

choices and the importance of education in achieving your goals.  

We are planning the Careers Day for 2017 and are looking for any     

parents/caregivers or extended family who may be interested in being a 

career presenter or helper on the day. In particular, we are looking for 

any previous Irrawang Public School students. If you can help, please 

fill in your details on the slip below and return to the front office before 

Wednesday 21st June. If you have any questions regarding 

your participation in the Careers Day, please contact  

Community Liaison Officer Melissa Beasley on 49872403 

or Gina Ascott-Evans at Thou-Walla on 4987 4666. 
 

Careers Fun Day Volunteer 
 

(Please return this slip to the front office by Wednesday 21st June, 2017) 
 

 

Yes! I am able to help with the Careers Fun Day on Wednesday 2nd August, 2017.  

 

Your name: ____________________________________________ 

 

Your child’s name and class: __________________________________________ 

 

I work(ed) as a ______________________________________________________  

 

and can be contacted during the day on (Ph)______________________ 



 

  

Canteen Volunteers Needed 
 

 
 

Providing nutritious food in our canteen is a vital step in helping kids set up healthy routines and habits for 
life. Our canteen is run with the help of a network of volunteers from our school community working together. 
 
If you can spare any time to join our network and help prepare and serve food at our canteen, we would very 
much appreciate a hand. Its easy and fun work with On-the-job training and you can dedicate as much or as 
little time as you like. Our time is from 8:15am-12.30pm if you are available. All volunteers’ efforts are       
rewarded with a healthy lunch and as much tea and coffee as you can drink. 
 
Just fill in the volunteers slip below and email or send it back to school. If you have any queries please feel 
free to contact me via phone, email or drop in to the canteen for a chat. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Phyllipa Elvidge 
Canteen Supervisor 
 
49872403 
ipspandc@hotmail.com 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Canteen Volunteer 
 

This information is kept confidential and secure unless otherwise noted. 
 

Volunteer Name: ____________________________  Best Contact Number: ______________________ 
 
Email Address: _________________________________________  
 
Child(s) Name: _________________________   Class: __________ 
 
 
Day(s) Available to Volunteer:                                    Frequency you would like to volunteer: 

  
Monday             

                                                                                            Once a week 
Tuesday     

                                                                                                        Once a fortnight 
Wednesday      

                                                                                                         Once a month 
Thursday      

                                                                                                         Once a term 
 

Friday                                                                                           Other:_________________ 
 
 
Any Special request, such as being rostered with friends or particular dates etc:  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extra copies available from the Office or Canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

UNIFORMS: 
 

If you have any  

pre-loved uniforms that your 

children have grown out of or are 

venturing onto high school. 

Could you please donate them to 

the school for our emergency 

store where they will be 

GRATEFULLY 

Accepted. You can leave them at 

the office. Many thanks for your 

help.  



 

 



 

 2017 Cross-Country: 

 Our cross-country will be held on Wednesday of week 9 during primary sport time. It will commence 
at 12:30; straight after lunch. All eligible students who turn 8 at any time this year are expected to 
take part (years 2-6). Depending on numbers, boys and girls may run in the same race. They will be 
placed accordingly at the finish. The first 3 place getters (Boys and Girls) will be invited to represent 
our school at the Zone carnival next term. Please ensure your child(ren) wear appropriate shoes on 
the day and their House sports shirt. Please feel free to come along and cheer the runners on. If any 
parents would like to assist on the course they would be most welcome. 

Clean up Australia for Schools: 

We will be doing our bit to keep our school's environment clean after recess on 
Friday, 24th March. Classes will be designated an area to clean within the school 
grounds. Students will only be picking up general playground litter (no dangerous 
objects). If you would prefer your child(ren) to wear gloves, please send them in 
on the day. 



 

 SCHOOL ZONE PARKING OFFENCES: 

    $169.00 

    + 2 Points  

   $304.00 

   + 2 Points  

    $304.00 

    + 2 Points 

SCREEN PRINTING: 
Reminder: You can leave your child/children’s 

Sport shirts in the office with $2 per shirt and we will have the 

school logo screen printed on them for you.  

Please ensure your child/children’s name is clearly marked 

on each shirt. 

CALLS TO THE OFFICE FOR LATE PICK UP: 
If you have to ring the school to get a message to your child/children 

that you are going to be late, please try to ring before 2.45pm.  

If you ring after 2.45pm we can not guarantee that the message will 

reach your child/children before the bell.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

POP Payments: 
 

Please be mindful when making payments via   

internet to the school for your child/children 

that you select “Irrawang Public School”      

and not the High School. 



 

 

         Irrawang Public School 
     Safety     Responsibility  Learning   Respect 
    

 
HAS YOUR CHILD ENROLLED FOR SCHOOL 

NEXT YEAR? 

 

WILL YOUR CHILD BE STARTING              

KINDERGARTEN OR PRESCHOOL NEXT 

YEAR? 

 

ENROL NOW FOR THE BEST START TO 

YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION!!! 

     ENQUIRE  NOW!  
 

 

Please ask at the office or phone 02 4987 2403 

 
 

CAUTION: 
Please remember that if you are putting photos from school events on your  
personal Facebook page that other children should not be in the photos  
unless you have  permission from their parents or  carers. 

IRRAWANG AUSSIE 5 
                          



 

 Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason for leave:  

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick ____________________   *Other Reason_______________________________      

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 

 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 

Irrawang Public School: Absentee Note 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________    Class:____________________ 
 
Date/s of absence/s ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason for leave:  
 

 *Sick _____________________   *Other Reason________________________________       

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 

 

Relationship to student:____________________________________ 
 
 

****************Please return with your child to class teacher. Thankyou*************** 


